This he agreed to so as not to facilitate Japanese action on the
Indian frontier. Those who wanted to bring about a change
should agree to this.
#                      *                    #
Referring to criticisms from America that Congress was
blackmailing, Pandit Nehru said that it was a curious and
amazing charge. It was curious that people who talked in terms
gf their own freedom should level this charge against those who
"Vere fighting for their freedom. It was a curious charge to be
made against a people who had been suffering for the last
200 years. If that was blackmail, then "our understanding of
the English language has been wrong".
#                      *                    #
Concluding he said he could not take any more risks and
that they should go forward although such step might involve
perils and risks.
The attitude of the Government was one of defeatism. He
could not tolerate it. His only object was to remove the defeatists
l^nd put in their place valiant fighters.
(Bombay Chronicle, August 8, 1942)
APPENDIX VI
[Extracts from Maulana Abul Kalam Azad's speech at the
A. I. C. C. Meeting, August 7, 1942.]
The extraordinary danger which India was facing was such
that they could not face it, unless they had in their hands the
-treins of power. Danger was knocking at India's doors and it was
necessary that they should make all preparations to check the
enemy as soon as he jumped into our court-yard. That could be
done only when they used every power in their possession. At
Allahabad it had been decided that if Japan stepped into the
land they would resist aggression with all their non-violent
strength; but during the last three months, the world had not
stood still. It had moved fast. The sound of war drums was
coming nearer, while the world was flowing in blood and nations
^were fighting and pouring out their lifeblood to preserve their
precious possession of freedom.
#                      *                    #
The Congress had made repeated proposals to Britain to
give the people of India that freedom which would enable them
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